
Coronavirus

Timeline of the UK's first recorded Covid cases last
year
A 23.year.old student from China and his parents arrived in the UK
last January. Here’s a short timeline of what happened next
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6 January 2020
A 23-year-old York university student travels from his family home in Hubei
province to the UK for the start of new term.

23 January
The student’s parents travel from Hubei to the UK to visit their son in York and go on
a sightseeing trip.

24 January
The government holds its first meeting of the emergency committee Cobra to
discuss the coronavirus. Matt Hancock, who chaired the meeting in the absence of
Boris Johnson, told reporters afterwards that the risk to the UK public was “low”.

26 January
The student’s mother first starts feeling ill after checking in to the Staycity
apartment hotel in York.

29 January
The son rings NHS 111 to say he and his mother both have a fever and a cough and
that she had just arrived from Hubei. At 7.50pm two paramedics dressed in hazmat
suits arrive at the hotel. An ambulance takes the family to hospital in Hull, where
they are tested.

30 January
The risk level from the virus in the UK is raised from low to moderate as the World
Health Organization declares the pandemic a global health emergency. Tests
conducted at Public Health England’s lab in Colindale, north-west London, confirm
the York patients have coronavirus.

31 January
The family are transferred to a specialist hospital unit in Newcastle. PHE announces
the first people in the UK to test positive for coronavirus.

1 February
University of York confirms that one of its students is among those who tested
positive. In a statement it said: “Current information from PHE suggests that the
student did not come into contact with anybody on campus whilst they had
symptoms.”

4 February
Public Health England reveals that the student did spend a night in student
accommodation days before testing positive.
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I hope you appreciated this article. Before you move on, I was hoping you would
consider taking the step of supporting the Guardian’s journalism. 

From Elon Musk to Rupert Murdoch, a small number of billionaire owners have a
powerful hold on so much of the information that reaches the public about what’s
happening in the world. The Guardian is different. We have no billionaire owner or
shareholders to consider. Our journalism is produced to serve the public interest
– not profit motives.

And we avoid the trap that befalls much US media – the tendency, born of a desire
to please all sides, to engage in false equivalence in the name of neutrality. While
fairness guides everything we do, we know there is a right and a wrong position in
the fight against racism and for reproductive justice. When we report on issues like
the climate crisis, we’re not afraid to name who is responsible. And as a global
news organization, we’re able to provide a fresh, outsider perspective on US
politics – one so often missing from the insular American media bubble. 

Around the world, readers can access the Guardian’s paywall-free journalism
because of our unique reader-supported model. That’s because of people like you.
Our readers keep us independent, beholden to no outside influence and accessible
to everyone – whether they can afford to pay for news, or not.

If you can, please consider supporting the Guardian today. Thank you.

accommodation days before testing positive.

17 February
The two patients are released from hospital in Newcastle after twice testing
negative. They suffered relatively mild and short-lived symptoms, according to the
doctors that treated them. There were no further confirmed cases linked to their
infections.

Betsy Reed
Editor, Guardian US
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