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Interferon alpha 2b is one of the most widely used drugs worldwide to treat
patients infected with covid-19. This recombinant that counteracts viral
diseases is of Cuban origin.
The drug was created on May 28, 1981 in Havana. A small team of
researchers from the Cuban National Research Center and the Hematology
Institute were the ones who made the first interferon from white blood cells,
under the command of Commander Fidel Castro.
The technology to produce the Heberon Alfa R is incorporated into the joint
venture. Already in 2007 the sanitary registration of the product in China was
obtained and its marketing began in the Asian country.
Applications.
The
drug
used to
fight
certain
types
of cancer
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genital warts, Kaposi’s sarcoma, and malignant melanoma follicular nonHodgkin lymphoma.
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The Chinese Health Commission selected recombinant interferon alpha 2B for
use in the treatment of coro
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Li Wenlan, executive director of the company, indicated that the Chinese
National Health Commission “upon learning of the serious outbreak of the new
coronavirus and the urgent need for the original interferon for the production
of antiviral drugs, the Cuban side deferred its requests for importation. to
China”. In addition, they decided to designate a group of Cuban experts to
provide aid to the Asian country.
Cuban President Miguel Díaz Canel has also highlighted the use of the Cuban
drug interferon alfa 2B in the covid-19 confrontation. It is one of the 30 drugs
chosen by the National Health Commission for its potential to cure respiratory
conditions, and its selection is due to the effectiveness previously shown
against viruses with characteristics similar to this one.
Interferon alpha 2b has already successfully cured more than 3,500
coronavirus patients. The scientific and commercial adviser to the president of
Biocubafarma, Luis Herrera, stressed that this medicine “has the advantage
that, in situations like these, it is a mechanism to protect yourself. Its use
prevents patients with the possibility of aggravating and complicating
themselves from reaching that state, and ultimately resulting in death. ”
Countries such as Spain and Mexico have also used this drug for the
treatment of coronavirus and asserted that treated patients respond positively
to interferon.
Minsalud will distribute the drug
The President of the Republic, Nicolás Maduro, reported that the Executive has
received 10,000 units of interferon alfa 2B. “The Cuban interferon is already in
Venezuela to attend to those patients who may have this issue later,” he said.
The president added that “we need to shield the country, prepare it and also
have enough medicines to care for the people who are affected.” Likewise, he
stressed: “It is a medicine created in Cuba and which has had excellent results
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The distribution of this medicine is in charge of the Ministry for Health, which
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will make the provision to the sentinel hospitals, should a case of coronavirus
occur in the country.
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